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Tori a symbol of hope
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Three-year-old Tori Hrupek was telling people for a week that she was going to meet Bellevue Mayor Ed 
Babbitt.

But when the time came for the Mayors' Mile kickoff last Wednesday, the excitement may have been a bit 
overwhelming.

Tori kept hiding in her mom's lap, letting her shyness distract her from painting her heart art made of chicken 
wire and plaster. But eventually she and Mayor Ed Babbitt put on the finishing touches, just in time for him to 
haul it away for display at City Hall. 

And more importantly, just in time for Tori's introduction as one of five area children with heart disease who will 
represent their cities in the Mayors' Mile walk in May.

The ceremony was held in conjunction with Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Day. Congenital heart defects 
are the most common form of fatal birth defects in Nebraska. 

Tori was born with a congenital heart defect known as Pulmonary Artresia with Ventricular Septal Defect, or 
VSD. Pulmonary Artresia means she was missing a heart valve, and VSD means she had a hole in her heart.

Usually, the condition is detected shortly after birth, but Tori was 3 months old when it was discovered.

She went for a regular checkup and the doctor noticed a sporatic heart murmur. Just as a precaution, the 
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doctor sent Tori and her mom, Traci, to 
Children's Hospital to have the murmur 
evaluated. Three doctors and two hours 
later, Traci and her husband, Toby, were told 
Tori did not have a heart valve and that she 
would need surgery.

Two weeks later, Tori had open-heart 
surgery in which doctors implanted a shunt. 

"They had to redo her plumbing, as they told 
me," Traci said. 

There are different kinds of Pulmonary 
Artresia and very few kids are set up the way 
Tori is, Traci said. Doctors told her and Toby 
they had a better chance of winning the 
lottery than Tori's condition occurring. 

"It was a complete stroke of luck," Traci said.

Tori's first surgery was quite an ordeal in and of itself, but there were complications afterward, as well. 

"It was a really rough go off of her first surgery," Traci said.

Tori was in the hospital for a month. She got a "really nasty infection," Traci said, which caused her to be on at-
home antibiotics for 13 weeks. Those cost $100 a day. 

She also developed severe acid reflux after surgery and stopped eating. She had to have a feeding tube for 
about four months.

The total expenses resulting from Tori's first surgery were about $700,000, Traci said. St. Matthew Parish 
helped the Hrupeks a lot during that time by hosting a spaghetti dinner fundraiser. The church also held a 
breakfast shortly after Tori's second surgery.

When Tori was 13 months old, she had an artificial heart valve put in. That second operation went much 
smoother than the first, Traci said. She was in and out of the hospital in six days.

Then last March, Tori had an angioplasty done because of narrowing of her arteries. Things have been looking 
up, though. She still visits Children's Hospital every three months to have blood work done because of medicine 
she takes. She also sees a cardiologist annually. In the next year or two, Tori will have another surgery to 
replace the valve, because she will have grown out of her current one.

"She is very small for her age," Traci said, and doctors tell her that will always be the case. "It takes a long time 
for her to gain weight."

Despite all she's been through in her almost four years of life, Tori is full and energy and brightens the room 
with her contagious smile.

"She's doing so well now," Traci said, adding that it is almost hard to believe that she has been through so 
much. She will start preschool in the fall, and it seems she won't let anything hold her back.

"She's starting to ask more questions ... about her scar," Traci said. She said other kids at day care will ask her 
what it is and she will tell them, "That's my scar." 

Also, her family helped her plan for the most recent procedures. When she had her last surgery in March, her 
grandma got her a suitcase with new pajamas in it. She knew those were her "hospital pajamas."

Tori's brother Tyler, 6, has adjusted well to the situation, also, Traci said. It was hard when Tori was a baby 
because her mom had to be with her all the time. She even had to quit working for four months during that time. 
Things at the Hrupek household are much more normal now.

"She's kickin' butt," Traci said. 

In fact, "ornery" is the word Tori's parents often use to describe her, even though shyness can sometimes set 
in. All in all, they are just glad she is doing so well.

Having Tori be chosen for the Mayors' Mile has been a real honor, Traci said. When she got a call at work a 
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couple months ago from Children's Hospital, she was nervous at first. She thought it was bad news, but after 
her heart started beating normally again, the woman on the other end told her the good news.

Tori had been selected to represent Bellevue in the Mayors' Mile before the 2007 Omaha-Council Bluffs Heart 
Walk.

"I was completely shocked," Traci said.

She was told Tori was chosen from about 100 Bellevue kids. 

Tori stuck out in the minds of Children's Hospital representatives. Traci said the caller told her, "We all kind of 
remembered her and you're such a nice family and we all love Tori."

So on Valentine's Day, the Hrupeks joined the four other child survivors and their families for the kickoff. 
Children's Hospital President and CEO Gary Perkins and Director of Cardiology Dr. John Kugler both said a few 
words, noting the Mayors' Mile is about recognizing that heart disease affects people of all ages, and children 
are making a stand for heart research. 

Then, Perkins introduced the children and mayors or mayor representatives from Bellevue, La Vista, Papillion, 
Council Bluffs and Omaha and presented them with a certificate for their participation. 

Traci said even Tori has grasped the idea that being a part of this event is special.

"She's been very excited about it," she said. "She's a pretty sharp little girl." 

©Suburban Newspapers 2007 

Submit your comment now
Comment Title: 

Submit your comments on the article in the space below:

Your Name:

Your City & State:   

Your Email Address:  (required)

By submitting your comment, you acknowledge that you have read and accept the Terms and Conditions of this site. 

Email to a friend Post a Comment Printer-friendly Top

 
 
 

OMAHA NEWSSTANDCLASSIFIEDSYELLOW PAGESSHOPPING CENTERARCHIVESCONTACT USPHOTO GALLERYSNI SERVICES

© 2007 Suburban Newspapers, Inc. All rights reserved. 
Copyright | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy

1413 S. Washington St. Suite 300, Papillion, NE 68046
Questions? Comments? Suggestions? Contact us at zachary.baehr@bellevueleader.com

Send us your community news, events, letters to the editor and other suggestions. Now, you can submit birth, wedding and engagement announcements online too!

Copyright © 1995 - 2007 Townnews.com All Rights Reserved.

http://www.bellevueleader.com/site/tab3.cfm?newsid=17873807&BRD=2712&PAG=461&dept_id=559851&rfi=6 (3 of 3)2/22/2007 4:09:00 AM

http://www.bellevueleader.com/reg/term.cfm?brd=2712
javascript: openEmailWindow();
javascript: openEmailWindow();
http://www.bellevueleader.com/site/?brd=2712&pag=795&newsid=17873807&action=submit
http://www.bellevueleader.com/site/?brd=2712&pag=795&newsid=17873807&action=submit
http://www.bellevueleader.com/site/printerFriendly.cfm?brd=2712&dept_id=559851&newsid=17873807
http://www.bellevueleader.com/site/printerFriendly.cfm?brd=2712&dept_id=559851&newsid=17873807
http://bannerads.zwire.com/bannerads/redirect.cfm?PAG=461&BRD=2712&ADLOCATION=3&bdid=51477&bdu=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Emetrorealestatemagazine%2Ecom
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000729594/mnum=0000354297/genr=1/tkdt=B0P0R1T0/cstr=6525086=_45ddbe76,0346412281,729594^354297^1^0,1_/bnum=6525086
http://www.zwire.com/site/News.cfm?brd=2712
http://www.zwire.com/site/Classifieds.cfm?brd=2712
http://www.adquest3d.com/yp.cfm?brd=2712
http://www.zwire.com/da/?brd=2712
http://www.zwire.com/site/index.cfm?brd=2712&pag=628
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.asp?brd=2712&pag=460&dept_id=556371
http://www.omahanewsstand.com/site/news.asp?brd=2712&nav_sec=76424
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.asp?brd=2712&pag=460&dept_id=571031
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=15199070&BRD=2712&PAG=461&dept_id=556245&rfi=8
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=15199066&BRD=2712&PAG=461&dept_id=556245&rfi=8
http://www.zwire.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=15199073&BRD=2712&PAG=461&dept_id=556245&rfi=8
mailto:zachary.baehr@bellevueleader.com
http://www.townnews.com/

	bellevueleader.com
	Suburban Newspapers - Tori a symbol of hope


	KFBHKEDJDBPCKOBBIAJHPHAHOPEMIMAK: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 402
	f2: news
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 2712
	f2: 17873807
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f5: 
	f6: 
	f7: 

	f8: Submit Comment
	f9: 




